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International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme

Honor Code
The International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme at Massena Central High School offers a
quality education that not only ensures knowledge, but also cultivates the virtues of honor,
courtesy and perseverance.  Of these virtues, honor is perhaps of greatest importance, for it is
personal integrity that will influence and finally determine many of our actions and beliefs.  To
help advance the development of such values, an Honor Code has been established for all
students in IB classes at Massena Central High School.  This code exists to uphold and reinforce
the values that are central to the IB tradition of excellence and applies to all classes and
activities associated with Massena Central High School.

The IB defines academic misconduct as:  “behavior (whether deliberate or inadvertent) that
results in, or may result in, the candidate or any other candidate gaining an unfair advantage in
one or more components of assessment.  Behavior that may disadvantage another candidate is
also regarded as academic misconduct.  Academic misconduct is a breach of these regulations
and includes, but is not restricted to:

a. plagiarism—this is defined as the representation, intentionally or unintentionally, of the
ideas, words or work of another person without proper, clear and explicit
acknowledgment

b. collusion—this is defined as supporting academic misconduct by another candidate, for
example, allowing one’s work to be copied or submitted for assessment by another

c. duplication of work—this is defined as the presentation of the same work for different
assessment components and/or DP core requirements

d. misconduct during an IB examination (for example, taking unauthorized material into
an examination, behavior that disrupts the examination or distracts other candidates, or
communicating with another candidate)

e. unethical behavior such as the inclusion of inappropriate material in any assessment
materials or the breach of ethical guidelines when conducting research

f. any other behavior that gains an unfair advantage for a candidate or that affects the
results of another candidate (for example, falsifying a CAS record, disclosure of
information to and receipt of information from candidates about the content of an
examination paper within 24 hours after a written examination via any form of
communication/media).” (“General regulations: Diploma Programme” 12).
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It is recognized that the IB Diploma Programme is a demanding and rigorous course of study.
While students are encouraged to study together and to discuss their work, ethical conduct is
expected at all times.

Alleged offenses against the honor code will be investigated by the teacher or teachers involved
along with the IB Coordinator.  If malpractice is established, a first offense against the honor
code will result in the consequences outlined in the Massena High School Student Code of
Conduct.  Parents will be notified and the incident will be documented in the student’s file.  A
second offense, regardless of the date, may result in more severe consequences as laid out by
the Code of Conduct, as well as the possible removal of the student from the IB course.  Further
offenses may result in expulsion of the student from all courses in the IB Programme.  If the
malpractice involves work submitted to the IB for external assessment, procedures set forth in
the document General Regulations: Diploma Programme (accessible on the school’s IB website)
will be followed.

Inherent in this Honor Code is the responsibility of all members of the IB community who have
knowledge that a student has violated the Honor Code to report such behavior to their teacher
or to the IB Coordinator.  Inaction implies approval of inappropriate behavior.

Affirmation of Integrity:

I, _________________________________________, do hereby resolve to uphold the Honor
Code of the International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme at Massena Central High School.  I
shall refrain from all forms of academic dishonesty and malpractice including plagiarism,
collusion and other forms of cheating.  I understand the consequences of breaking this code.  I
recognize that the IB Programme is based upon a foundation of trust and respect.  Academic
honesty and integrity are essential to the existence and growth of any academic community.
Without maintaining a high standard of honesty and conduct, the reputation of the school and
of the IB Programme is compromised and society is poorly served.

______________________________ _____________________________ ____________
(Student Name Printed) (Student Signature) (Date)

______________________________ _____________________________ ____________
(Parent/Guardian Name Printed) (Parent/Guardian Signature) (Date)


